
Scrapie Identification  
Information for Producers

The interstate identification rule is a federal 
requirement and official identification cannot be 
legally removed. Scrapie Program Flock tags 
include the flock ID and individual production 
number. The flock ID number is the number that 
must appear on producers’ tags and/or tattoos 
and records/paperwork (including certificates 
of veterinary inspection). BOAH will provide/
approve the Flock ID number for each site. In 
most cases, this number includes the state postal 
code and county number.  All of these tags will 
have the USDA shield present.

•	Under Indiana guidelines, recognized
identification methods are the same for sheep
and goats. Accepted methods include: Scrapie
Program Flock tags, tattoos and microchips
(where recognized by a registry).

•	Tattoos must be applied legible to the ear, tail, or
flank in their entirety.

•	Registry tattoos may be used as a Flock ID only
with approval of BOAH and the animal must be
moved with the registration papers. Whenever
possible, BOAH will incorporate the registry
number into the Flock ID.

•	“In-and-out” or seasonal flocks, in which no
birthing takes place, are not required to have
a flock identification number. The owners may
choose to obtain federal tags or have their

sheep or goats identified by a veterinarian 
or extension educator for exhibit/sale. (This 
exception includes 4-Hers who only have 
animals for 4-H, then sell them after the season. 
These individuals’ lambs or goats should have a 
tag or tattoo upon purchase.)

•	Indiana law requires wethers have identification
for exhibition. However, they do not have to
have the official federal identification unless
18 months of age or older. In-tact males and
females must have official federal identification
regardless of age.

•	Wethers intended to be used for exhibition
or sale must be identified by any type of tag
or tattoo. Federal identification tag or tattoo
(approved) is required for wethers older than 18
months of age.

•	All sexually intact males and females of any age
and wethers over 18 months of age that are
sold thru a sale barn/livestock markets must be
identified with a Scrapie program flock tag.  If
presented to the market without an appropriate
tag, the sale barn/market will apply a tag.  There
may be a small charge by the sale barn/market
for applying the tag.

*See the reverse side for further details. Questions 
regarding the scrapie program may be directed
to Dr. Isaac Traynor at 317-760-3575.
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Registered Sheep or Goats:  
Select one of these identification options:

1. Scrapie Program Flock Tag:
Step 1-Call BOAH (877-747-3038)
Step 2-Obtain a Flock ID number
Step 3-Order tags which include the flock ID and production numbers for each individual animal (Please 
refer to ordering information on the following page)
Step 4-Apply tags according to Indiana guidelines

2. Microchip: Where recognized by registry
Step 1-Call BOAH (877-747-3038)
Step 2-Obtain a Flock ID number
Step 3-Microchip registered animals only
Step 4-Provide reader device to verify identity at any inspection/sale along with registration papers.

3. Tattoo:
Step 1-Call BOAH (877-747-3038)
Step 2-Obtain Flock ID number
Step 3-Tattoo legibly all registered animals, with approved number and a unique, individual animal 
number. 
Step 4-All movements must be accompanied by the registration paperwork. Registration tattoos are not 
approved for movements to/through salebarns and livestock markets.

Non-Registered Sheep or Goats:  
Select one of these identification options:

1. Scrapie Program Flock Tag:
Step 1-Call BOAH (877-747-3038)
Step 2-Obtain Flock ID number
Step 3-Order tags (Please refer to ordering information on the following page)
Step 4-Apply tags according to Indiana guidelines

2.Tattoo:
Step 1-Call BOAH (877-747-3038)
Step 2-Obtain Flock ID number
Step 3-Apply legibly (ear, tail and flank are acceptable) the Flock ID tattoo along with unique, 
individual animal number. Unregistered members of a flock must bear the Flock ID in its entirety with 
the animal’s individual ID.

1202 E. 38th Street; Discovery Hall, Ste. 100; Indianapolis, IN 46205
317-544-2400    animalhealth@boah.in.gov



Do Not Let Your  
Sheep or Goats  

Leave Home Without 
Scrapie Tags

•	By Indiana law all sheep/goats are required to have official eartags/identification before they leave the farm.  
(The only exception is wethers younger than 18 months of age.)

•	The producer is responsible for ensuring sheep/goats are officially identified before leaving the farm.
•	Because applying eartags is labor intensive and time consuming for the livestock auctions and dealers, producers may be 
charged a fee for the service if animals go to market without official ID. 

Sheep and goat producers may obtain approved tags from the following companies:

Tag Company Contact Type of Tag Cost of Tags
Allflex USA, Inc. Allflex USA, Inc.

P.O. Box 612266
2805 East 14th Street
Dallas Ft. Worth Airport, TX 75261-2266
Ph: (833) SCRAPIE  [833-727-2743] 
E-mail: scrapiefulfillment@allflexusa.com
Website: www.scrapietags.com

RFID and Plastic 
eartags in several 
colors; regular and 
SFCP tags

Owner’s expense; 
order direct

Premier 1 
Supplies LLC

Premier 1 Supplies LLC
2031 300th St
Washington, IA 52353
Phone: (800) 282-6631
E-mail: info@premier1supplies.com
Web page: www.premier1supplies.com/c/
ear-tags-and-tattoo-supplies/ear-tags-for-
usda-scrapie-eradication-program

Plastic eartags in 
several colors; regular 
and SFCP tags

Owner’s expense; 
order direct

Shearwell Data 
USA

Shearwell North America Inc.
5444 Westheimer, Suite 1000
Houston, TX 77056
Phone: (800) 778-6014
E-mail: SalesUSA@shearwell.com
Web page: www.shearwell.com

RFID and Plastic 
eartags in several 
colors; regular and 
SFCP tags

Owner’s expense; 
order direct 
First order: 
up to 100 free; 
call BOAH 
317-544-2400

When ordering tags, be sure to order tags approved by the USDA scrapie eradication program. The owner must provide 
his/her flock ID. To obtain a flock ID, contact the Indiana State Board of Animal Health or complete the application on the 
other side of this flyer. 



Mail to:        Indiana State Board of Animal Health
1202 East 38th Street

Discovery Hall, Suite 100
Indianapolis, IN 46205-2898

3 ways to obtain a Premises ID and Flock ID
- Online: through the Indiana State Board of Animal Health’s (BOAH) at: www.in.gov/boah/.

- Call BOAH toll-free at: 1-877-747-3038

- Mail: Complete the application below and mail to:
Indiana State Board of Animal Health
1202 E. 38th Street
Discovery Hall, Suite 100
Indianapolis, IN 46205

APPLICATION FOR PREMISES ID AND FLOCK ID

Farm Information									  *Indicates required
Please check all that apply. 

Cattle			 Poultry
Goats			 Swine
Sheep			 Horses

*Do you breed sheep/goats (i.e. produce offspring) Yes		 No

*Name of flock owner(s):
Farm name:
*Address:
*City:
*State:
*Zip:
*County:
*Phone (with area code):
Email:

Mailing Information
       Check this box if your mailing information is the same as your farm information.
*Address:
*City:
*State:
*Zip:

• Indiana state law requires premises registration on all sites associated with the sale, purchase, and/or
exhibition of livestock including sheep and goats.

• If you are breeding sheep and/or goats (i.e., producing lambs and/or kids), use one of the options below to
obtain the required flock ID for your flock/herd.

Fax: 317-974-2011
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